Transcript

Svante:

We got a lot of attention very early on because it was an unusual press release to send, you know, 24-year-old runs for mayor.
[Title Slide]

Svante:

I knew where we were succeeding, I knew where we were stumbling, and I knew that, you know, my energy would help best in the mayor seat. 

[Freeze Frame: Svante]

The heart of the campaign team is Fil, Rob and Karen. 
Fil is just one of those people who is so able, and so competent that you can’t believe, too, how nice and how full of love he is. 
[Freeze Frame: Fil]

You know, we were also able to add Rob Flaherty, who is amazing because when you see his work, when you work with him, you’d swear he was at the height of his professional powers.  He is capable beyond his years. 
[Freeze Frame: Rob]

Karen Schillinger is an A to B sort of person — we’re at A we need to get to B. And she’s got the focus, and sort of the clarity of thought to get there.  
[Freeze Frame: Karen]

Rob:

When I heard people discredit Svante in the campaign for all of our youth, I was like — I got it — but, at the end of the day, didn’t think it was that important. 
Fil:

Somebody said, you know, aren’t you a little young to be a campaign manager? And I said, like, I probably am. But I think I’ve done a good job in all of the campaigns and different issues I’ve worked on. 
Rob:
Every now and again I’d run into someone who would think I was too young for the job. There were people who raised an eyebrow and said, like, ‘A 20 year old is doing this?’ Like, I even think some of the reporters were kind of like, ‘who is this guy?’ [laughs] like why is he doing this? 
Fil:
Age is not the defining characteristic there. Everyone we work with is good at what they do. We haven’t been around forever, but we have been involved in the community. We have some sense of what’s going on, and we have advisors, too, who have been around for longer.
Deb:

You can’t ignore the fact that even though you might like to say age isn’t a factor, I think there’s a perception that somebody that’s as old as he is couldn’t do this job. And my only advice would be to give him the opportunity in order to do it and let him show you that he can. 
Fil:

Our youth and our energy has been a huge plus in terms of the number of doors we’ve been able to knock on and phone calls we’ve been able to make, the number of people we’ve been able to talk to, the hours we can put in, um, our energy has been a pretty cool thing. 

Off screen: I don’t like your answer though, to be honest, it doesn’t say anything.

Fil:
We try to prepare for all of our debates, we try to think of possible questions they may ask and have Svante answer them, and I thought he did very well at that debate. 

Debate music

ICTV and WICB preview a special presentation, the city of Ithaca mayorial debate 2011 the democratic primary 

Representing the city of Ithaca’s fourth ward, Counselor Svante Myrick 

Representing the city of Ithaca’s second ward, Counselor JR Clairbone

Representing Tompkins’ county first district, County Legislator Pam Mackesey

I remember legislator Mackesey took us to task for inviting people into the democratic process, and I told her, and I told the world that we, as public servants, should be seeking the votes of the people we represent. We shouldn’t be discouraging anyone from voting.

Svante’s campaign manager emailed a bunch of us and said, you’re involved here, you should register to vote. Some of us were concerned, can we vote here but also have an impact on our home states? And he said, you know, you actually can, um, if you want to vote here and switch back. Pam said, that’s not fair. Pam said, you’re interfering with our elections.

The criticism, I don’t think should ever have existed because it draws a divide between us and them, it’s like we are permanent residents, they are students. 

Pam called me out for being a carpet-bagger. When did I become a carpet-bagger? Was it when I worked to organize a civil disobedience training workshop on fracking over the summer? Or was it when I went downtown and played contra music on the commons? I’m not sure when my participation in our community as a student became carpet-bagging. 

There will always be groups who feel that other groups don’t have a stake in the community. And the essence of democracy is that everyone has a stake in the community.

Yeah, I mean, I felt some of the criticism was just an attempt to hit at that fear of, oh, a young, a youth uprising in the city, they don’t know what they’re doing, they don’t have any stake in this community, which is not true.  I drink the water, I, you know, pay the rent, you know, which is affected by property taxes.

We ride our bikes, you know, we have a stake in the sidewalk situation. We drive our cars, we have a stake in the roads. We buy from local businesses, like, we do have stake here. 

I don’t think it’s fair to expect our needs to just be swept under the rug just because we may or may not be here for four years.  For me it was a no brainer to change my registration, uh, to Ithaca. Because Ithaca, at least for now, is my home. 

I think Svante and the rest of us have demonstrated that we are engaged, we do care about these issues, it’s not a game to us, we’re not just here to play around. Um, and I think we’ve, so far, demonstrated ourselves to be capable regardless of our youth. 

I can’t promise that we’ll solve all of these problems over the next four years. But I can promise you that no one will work harder, no one will put in more hours, and no one will be more open and more easy to reach than I will. 

I, uh, I cant believe it’s here already, it’s election day. And I feel good. I am going around and placing door hangers on every likely voters door to remind them to vote, and uh, one final appeal on the back, asking them to vote for me. Gotta get at the youth vote. 

And then the door hangers, none of the campaigns did. It was a way to show that we were organized, to show that we really wanted people to get out to vote, um, so we tried to make it as easy as possible.  

Where are you going next?

I’m gonna go to… Utica. 

Do you feel like a, uh, um, a vandal, like I do? Creeping onto the porches…?

Yes, it’s kind of, it’s kind of weird, like you go very slowly. And when there’s lights on you don’t know what to do, because you’re like “oh, will they see me, and it’ll be an awkward situation?” 

Yeah, that is… so where are we getting breakfast?

We’re doing our get out the vote effort- GOTV, and we’re walking door to door and encouraging Svante supporters to get out and vote. We’re doing really aggressive strategy, we have a ton of volunteers, um, we’re really makin’ moves today. 

I just wanted to remind you to get out to vote on Tuesday.

Okay.

For Svante.

Well, Svante’s got my vote that’s for sure. We’re pretty excited that he’s running and it looks like he’s gonna make it.

All day I walked three packets, I will never forget three packets on election day, and I was exhausted by the end, but it was just so great coming in after walking the third packet the entire office was full.  Everyone was coming in and, I’m getting like goosebumps talking about it. Svante comes in, and everyone’s really excited, there’s just so much excitement here in the office there’s just so much energy and then, the numbers started rolling in…

This is not the entire war, this is just GIAC. Okay. Nathan, go ahead.

70 for JR. 94 for Pam Mackesey. 153. 

Cheers

89 votes for JR. 73 for Pam. 89 for us. 

JR 45 votes. Pam- 123 votes. 253 votes. 

You guys ready for this, ready? 

This is the whole fourth ward, or just…

This is just, this is just… 

JR got 4 votes. Pam got 12. And we carpet bagged our way to 15 votes. 

Cheers. 

Alright, I have our totals. We have, for JR Clairborne, 310 votes. 

(boos)

No, no, no, there’s no booing. We’re good sports.

Pam Mackesey, 694 votes. 

Cheers.

And Svante Myrick, 853 votes!!!

Lots of cheering. 

Holy shit. Holy shit. 

So for all of the, you know, flack that we got for encouraging young people to be involved in the democratic process, in my own ward, collegetown, it’s 97% students. 30 people came out and voted… you know, yeah. There’s 6000 people up there. 

I think youth are not as engaged anymore, I don’t know if we’re like, disenfranchised, or we feel, like, disillusioned with the process or something but… I mean even this campaign, which is supposed to be like the… like the pied paper of the youth and like dragging them out from every corner, you know the fourth ward and you know, south hill and whatever. It didn’t materialize. 

 I thought, I guess naively in retrospect, that because Svante was a young candidate, because I’m a young campaign manager, we would be able to mobilize those groups better than other campaigns have in the past. Turns out it wasn’t really the case.

I do think it’s fair to say that people who are leaving here on a temporary basis, I think they should be invested in the community that they’ve chosen to live in for x number of years. I think that any community that you live in, you should find a way to be informed and involved and if you can find a way to give back you should give back. 

I think students should get involved in local elections because the local elected officials are going to have a say, are going  to dictate policies that are going to affect those students. I think that if you care about the community you’ve living in, uh, the city you’re living in, that it doesn’t really make sense to not get involved.

This is a democracy and in a democracy everyone has a vote, and everyone has a vote. Um, if you choose not to exercise you’re voice that’s okay, its your right, but if you want to get engaged, you live in New York now, you care about this community, um, and you should fight for that. If it’s something you believe in you should fight for it and that’s how democracy works. 

Youth engagement and involvement is important and I think it should go up. But I don’t know if it will. I don’t know if it does. Because if we couldn’t do it, I don’t know who can. 

It didn’t defeat that students didn’t get out, we were still very successful in the primary. And hopefully whether or not students get out in the general we’ll be very successful in the general. 

Text: Myrick did not get the boost he had hoped for from the student-dominated fourth ward in the general election. But despite the disappointment… 

The next mayor of the city of Ithaca… Svante Myrick.

Cheers. 

Thank you, where’s my microphone? Thank you. Good evening everyone. 

Offscreen: yes it is!

Yes it is. I want to thank my staff, Rob Flaherty, where’s Rob?

Cheers. 

He became the voice of the campaign and he helped us reach so many people. Karen S. 

Cheers.

You came in and you created order out of chaos. You kept us together and you kept our army of volunteers – you kept them invading the city. Where’s Fil? Fil Eden.

Cheers. 

I want—I want everyone to remember that name and keep an eye on this young man, because if we don’t watch him, he’s going to change the world. When I began this campaign six months ago, it was little more than a dream, it was more of an idea, more of a feeling. A feeling that I could do more and we could do more and that I could serve this city I love. I’m more aware than ever of the scope and scale of our problems. The complexity of the issues we have to deal with. We know that if we’re going to solve these problems we’re going to have to do things that have never been tried before. And I know after meeting so many of you that you all are willing to try. You are willing to work hard. And we can move forward in this city together. I look forward to doing that work with you, thank you so much. 

Cheers. 

Text: On January 1st, 2012, Svante Myrick became the youngest mayor in Ithaca’s history. 

